
     After quite a few years 
of having our summer picnic 
in Corvallis, we have decided 
to break with tradition and 
have it at the home of Reed 
& Keri Prince this year! The 
Princes have a wonderful new 
home near Amity and have 
been wanting to host the 
group for some time. This 
seemed like a perfect oppor-
tunity! 
     Besides our traditional 
barbecue-style meal, we are 
going to have outdoor games 
such as volleyball, some wa-
ter activities (bring a swim-
suit and towel!) and lots of 
other fun stuff for the kids 
(and you!) to enjoy. This is 
going to be a Family Day 
with things for everyone! 
     Are you wanting more 
information about this amaz-
ing event? Well, here it is: 
 
Date: Saturday, August 4 
Time: 4:00 pm until it’s too 
dark to bounce. 
Bring: Swimsuits and towels, 
play clothes, you and your 
family! 
Food: Bring a dessert or 
salad. The group will provide 
everything else. 
 
   This is going to be a won-
derful time to get reac-
quainted with each other 

before the Buddy Walk in 
September. Please  make 
every effort to be there and, 
if you DO plan to come, 
please RSVP to Keri at at 
503-835-0642 or e-mail her:
(keri.prince@gmail.com) so 
she knows how much food to 
get for the party. 
 
Directions to Reed & 
Keri’s home at 7176 Eola 
Hills Drive, Amity are: 
 
From the north: via Hwy 
99W: Go south to Amity. 
Just south of 5th Street, 
turn left on to Nursery Ave-
nue. Go 0.7 miles to Old Be-
thel Road and turn right. Go 
0.9 miles to SE Eola Hills 
Road and turn left. Go 1.4 
miles to the home of the 
Prince family. 

~^~^~^~^~^~ 

From the south: via Hwy 
99W: Go north towards the 
the town of Amity. Right be-
fore you get to downtown 
Amity, turn right on Nursery 
Avenue. Go 0.7 miles and then 
turn left onto SE Old Bethel 
Road. Go 1 mile to SE Eola 
Hills Road. Turn right and fol-
low for 1.4 miles to the 
Prince’s home. 

~^~^~^~^~^~ 
From the south via I-5: 
Take exit 253 – Highway 22/
Mission Street – and head 
west towards downtown Sa-
lem. In approximately 1.8 
miles, take the ramp that says 
“City Center” on the right. 
Stay to the left and go onto 
Bellevue Street. Follow down 
to Front Street and take the 
Marion Street Bridge exit to 
the right after passing River-
front Park. Go over the 
bridge, but stay in the right 
lane and follow signs to Wal-
lace Road. Follow this 11.5 
miles until you reach SE La-
fayette Hwy. Turn left and go 
until you see the white church 
on the hill on the left. Keep 
going until you reach Eola Hills 
Road and turn left. Follow SE 
Eola Hills Road until you see 
the balloons at the end of the 
driveway to the Prince’s home.  
 

See you there! 
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Upcoming Events: 
August 4—Family Picnic at 
Princes’; 4:00 until dark! 
September 29—Buddy  
Walk at Riverfront Park in 
Salem; 10:30 am—2:00 pm 
October 27—Hallowe’en 
Dance in Salem or Keizer. 
November 17—Mini-
Conference: Speech Issues 
with Children with Down 
syndrome; Mighty Oaks in 
Albany. Details TBA 
December 1—Christmas 
Party at Keizer Fire Sta-
tion in Keizer; Details TBA 
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$400 more! So, I now have a new Dell 
printer. We’ll see how it works! 

     Other reasons for the disappearance 
of the newsletter were things like a new 
grandbaby (River Blake Suttles was 
born on March 25, and I got to be there 
for the whole thing!), the courtship and 
eventual proposal being carried on by 
my son—a 33-year-old bachelor scien-
tist (so now we have a wedding in the 
near future), and a certain amount of 
creative burnout on my part.  

     It’s hard trying to think up—or 
scrounge up—enough information to fill 
up a newsletter month after month! My 
“deadline” idea didn’t work, because no 
one sent anything before or after the 
date, so…! 

     I’m feeling ready to get this show 
back on the road, though! I’m always 

     Where is my newsletter? Did we get 
dropped, because we forgot to pay our 
dues for last year? What’s going on?!! 

     Those are some of the questions I’ve 
heard from people who love getting the 
WVDSA Monthly on a regular basis and 
have been bewildered that there hasn’t 
been a publication in, can it be, eight 
months? I wouldn’t believe it myself, 
except I have the files in my computer 
and the last issue was sent out last No-
vember! How time flies! 

     Part of the problem has been a dead 
printer. We’ve loved our Xerox printer 
that lays down the beautiful color and 
duplexes so effortlessly, but it upped 
and died this past spring and it would 
have cost more to fix it than it was 
worth. It’s a little hard to justify 
spending $550 when you can buy a 
brand new, updated, printer for about 

eager to have ideas from anyone who 
would like to see things in the newslet-
ter, but if nothing else I want to make 
sure you know what’s happening in the 
group and get some “cohesiveness” back 
in the WVDSA! 

     Do you like our new logos? If you do, 
you have Keri’s friend, Amber, to thank! 
She put all the work—and artwork—
designing this for us for practically 
nothing! 

     Check out our new website, too! If 
you accidentally go to the old one, I 
think you’ll be redirected to the new, 
but the new URL is above this article. 
We have Adam to thank for the web-
site! 

     By the way, we don’t charge dues any 
more! See you next month!                
~Gretchen Davey, WVDSA Monthly Editor 
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Treasurer: Mark Miedema 
419 Dorcas Drive North 
Keizer, OR 97303 
Phone: 503-390-0567 
E-mail: miedema@comcast.net 

New Parent Education: Cory Harrington 
Phone: 503-463-9788 
E-mail: wvdsacory@yahoo.com 
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Buddy Walk Committee: Tamra Sacchi 
Phone: 503-393-3474 
E-Mail: tamrasacchi@hotmail.com 


